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All I am is words, 
human song,  
a noise that edges in

Robert Adamson,
from the poem ‘She Speaks, Language Falls Apart’

in Black Water (1999).



By Train
Trains link Melbourne and Castlemaine almost 
every hour. Visitors travelling to the festival from 
Melbourne can reduce their carbon emissions and 
arrive relaxed by catching the train instead of driving. 
Contact V/Line on 13 61 96, or visit their website 
at www.vline.com.au for timetable information. 
The train station is only a ten-minute walk from the 
centre of town and from various accommodation 
options. Most of the festival venues are within a 
ten-minute walk of the town centre.

By Bus
Bendigo to Melbourne Airport via Castlemaine  
(Bendigo Airport Service)
www.bendigoairportservice.com.au/  
Ph: (03) 5439 4044
Buses depart 6:30am, 11:15am, 4:15 pm 
Castlemaine to Melbourne   
(outside the Market Building)
Buses depart 8.30am, 1.30pm, 6om  
Melbourne to Castlemaine (allow 1.5 hours)  
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
Or: (Bus) Bendigo to Ballarat via Castlemaine  
(Vline, see above details)
Or: (Bus) Maryborough to Castlemaine  
(Vline, see above details)

By Plane 
Melbourne Airport  
(Tullamarine, 105 km from Castlemaine) or  
Avalon Airport  
(Geelong, 151 km from Castlemaine)

ACCOMMODATION
www.travelvictoria.com.au/castlemaine/transport/ 
or email Castlemaine Visitor Information Service  
visitors@mountalexander.vic.gov.au  
Ph: (03) 5471 1795

TrAvel The Australian Poetry Centre in partnership with the 
Mount Alexander Sustainability Group is aiming to 
make our festival carbon neutral. This is why we have 
added a Carbon Offset levy to festival tickets.

Q. What is carbon neutral?
A. Carbon Neutral means we take responsibility for the greenhouse 
gas pollution we create in our work and play. Going carbon neutral 
involves creating an inventory of one’s emissions, reducing these 
emissions wherever possible, and then purchasing ‘carbon offsets’ to 
mitigate any emissions that remain. The emphasis should always be 
on reducing emissions in the first place; the remaining emissions are 
best offset using high quality renewable energy, local tree planting or 
local carbon abatement projects.

The Mount Alexander  
Sustainability Group (MASG)  
POeTrY PrIZe
Your ticket to the festival entitles you to enter the 
MASG Poetry Prize. You, along with the poets of the festival, 
have the chance to win $500. 

The poem will be judged by the Board of the 
Australian Poetry Centre and needs to address the 
issue of Climate Change. 
The Winner will be announced at the Meet the Poets 
session on Friday April 25. 

All entries to the MASG Poetry Prize will be judged anonymously. One 
poem per poet. Limit 100 lines. Please send two copies of your poem 
without your name on it, and include a cover letter with your name, 
telephone number, email and postal address. Send your entry to:

MASG POeTrY PrIZe C/O
AUSTrAlIAN POeTrY CeNTre
PO Box 284 Balaclava 3183 vIC

MASG Poetry Prize submissions close April 14. The 
winner will be entitled to $500 donated by the MASG 
No poems will be returned to the authors and the judges’ decision is 
final. The winning poem will also be  
published on the website of the APC.
www.masg.org.au
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What does this mean, a centre for poetry? Who am I to be called 
Director of it? Wasn’t I the student who failed her first HSC English 
assessment because as my assessor had scrawled in red pen – “This is 
not a poem!”

I write and I read and I dream like most. I have and continue to be, 
transported by poetry. Over afternoon coffee, late at night before falling 
to sleep, first thing in bed on a rainy morning, over long train trips 
from Castlemaine to Melbourne, whilst breastfeeding my baby girl, 
whilst trying to find meaning in the crazy, angry, joyous juggle of it all 
– words and the glorious paper they are printed on inspire me.

A shared car trip home from Melbourne back to our mutual home town 
of Castlemaine after the APC’s first Board meeting with Ross Donlon 
(then on the Board) who runs the Albion Poetry Readings was where I 
first aired this idea for a festival in Castlemaine. Ross’ enthusiasm and 
support for the idea was what then started the ball rolling.

The impetus for this national festival came out my previous working life. 
In theatre the National Playwright’s Conference, a model that moved 
from state to state, was the unofficial meeting place of the theatre 
scene. This new world of poetry I had stepped naively into (What other 
way would you step into it I wonder?) seemed to crave this meeting 
place. Our model for the festival is one that moves from one regional 
town to another in a different state each year. We hope it means poets 
can come together and have a collective strength, a force that can 
encourage growth in audiences and publishing, further excellence in the 
writing of poetry and greater support and appreciation between poets. 

It was vital to bring the education sector into the festival, so I am very 
appreciative of VATE going out of their way to start the festival off with 
a professional development day here in Castlemaine. 

Robyn Rowland later joined the Board and brought her tremendous 
passion and energy to the concept and assembled poets from overseas 
and Australia for this festival. It has been outrageous really, as we have 
had meagre funds to pull off such a line-up; again, I suppose that our 
fighting gloves came out after a key funding body said they had not 
supported the festival because it was “too ambitious”. 

So to all those who believed in us and supported the program, in 
particular Mount Alexander Shire Council who were the first to give us 
some funding, I thank you for having the vision to see that this was 
important for poetry and that Castlemaine was a great place to do it.

I look forward to meeting all of these wonderful poets and thank them 
for being so generous and supportive in finding their way to be here.

Join me kicking against the red pen and listening to poems in all their 
harmonic threads this Anzac weekend.

Teresa Bell
Director
Australian Poetry Centre

When I was a child my father would recite to me those great 
poems by Lawson and Paterson. I remember years later walking 
through the deserted streets of Sydney one Sunday afternoon while 
he recited ‘Clancy of The Overflow’ and we walked between many 
a ‘ dingy little office, where a stingy ray of sunlight’ struggled 
feebly. At 88 he still does it - recite. Today poetry contains all of 
that history and more. Its form and shape has changed, its topics 
have broadened and the means of communicating it to audiences 
has electronified!  But audiences still love to be read to. Person 
to person. 

And what remains too is the purpose of poetry: to connect, to 
communicate. Poetry is both our comfort and our spur to action. It 
retells for us our griefs, our passions, our struggles with love and 
family, our joys, our history - dark and light, our possibilities for 
the future, our awe. This weekend we have gathered together a 
group of poets skilled in doing this. Weaving poetry in and out of 
other art forms such as music, and other writing forms, such as 
novels and plays, they represent the broad range of styles in poetry 
today. We have chosen poets for this festival that we may not have 
heard in our nearest city. Representing every state and territory 
they join our wonderful international guests in reading and talking 
with you. Some will address themes that emerged on this Anzac 
Day weekend to encompass aptly, issues of war, peace, violence 
and genocide. Others write out of their experience of daily life: its 
loves, its humorous contradictions. And we’ll also explore the many 
meanings of spirituality in poetry. Finally we finish on love, in a 
‘Bed-in’ with poets on Sunday afternoon - gathering some laughs 
along the way. 

My thanks go to all those who have assisted us in this larger-than- 
we-thought-it would-be! endeavour, including the poets and our 
sponsors and contributors. Feel free to join them, as every donation 
is tax deductible. Thanks also to the Indigenous communities here 
for sharing this place, and to the town and people of Castlemaine. 
Communities like these show us where a real appreciation of the 
arts still grows strongly. We intend to rotate this festival around 
the states each year but always in regional centres. Particularly, 
though, I want to thank our centre Director, Teresa Bell. Before 
the Centre’s first year is complete, she has shown a commitment 
and willingness to work beyond the demands of her job. Days and 
nights have seen her glued to the telephone and computer, pulling 
together with me this most marvellous programme. 

Welcome everyone. It’s going to be a great little trip for the 
weekend! Poetry in this country has been losing visibility. But the 
job of the APC is to stop that slide.  
So here it is, back again. Tell your 
friends: Poetry is back! Poetry lives! 

Dr robyn rowland AO
Deputy Chair 
Australian Poetry Centre
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ANZAC DAY WeeKeND 25 - 27 APrIl 2008
CASTleMAINe, vICTOrIA

ONGOING
House of the Tragic Poet 
Poetry residency performance installation
Market Building

FrIDAY 25TH APrIl
6.00   Dawn Service reading: Geoff Page

Venue: Outside Market Building, Castlemaine

11.00 - 1.30 PM   Workshops 

A.   Pointing the Way With a Radish.  
Master class with lorna Crozier

B.   Poetry and the Mechanics of Revelation. 
Master class with Sam Hamill

C.   Polish and publish. Workshop for new poets to develop their work 
for publication. Geoff Page

Venue: Continuing Education Building

1.45 - 2.45   Meet the poets. Welcome to Country.  
response.
Welcome by Mayor Alan Elliot.
Tribute to lisa Bellear: Goernpil woman of the 
Noonuccal people of Minjerribah (Stradbroke Island) 
(1961 - 2006). Drinks with the poets; prize giving for school 
poetry winners. Announcement of Mt Alexander Sustainability Group 
Poetry Prize Winner.    
MC: The Pedlar Poet
Venue: Market Building

3.00 - 4.15   Poetry readings 
laksmi Pamuntjak, Geoff Page, ross Gillett
Venue: Theatre Royal

4.30 - 6.00 Spotlight session 1.
Out of the elements: poetry and nature. 
Bob Adamson with Anthony lawrence.
Chair: Marcella Polain. Talk/reading & dialogue
Venue: Theatre Royal

 

7.00  Opening Address and Dinner
MC and Poetry Readings by John Clarke, actor and satirist 
(Australian Poetry Centre Patron) introduced by Professor Chris 
Wallace-Crabbe, Chair of the APC Board

Address and reading:
Not a time for silence: Poetry and social engagement.  
Sam Hamill.
(Sam Hamill’s visit is supported by University of Melbourne)

Dinner-two courses. Local food sourced from within a one 
hundred km radius.

Music to follow: vardos 
Venue: Theatre Royal

SATUrDAY 26TH APrIl
Street poetry readings plus Pedlar Poet
House of the Tragic Poet installation

9.00 - 10.00 Poets’ dawn - Readingsand coffee with poets:
Peter Balakian, Marcella Polain, elizabeth Hodgson.
Venue: Theatre Royal (offering a great breakfast from 8.00am)

10.15 - 11.45  Spotlight session 2.
Poetry and war: peace and politics 
Sam Hamill with Barry Hill:  Talk/reading & dialogue. 
Chair: Mike ladd
Venue: Phee Broadway Theatre

12.00 - 1.00   Poetry reading
Bob Adamson, esther Ottaway , Ali Cobby eckermann
Venue: Phee Broadway Theatre

1.00 - 1.45 lunch

1.10 - 1.30   Polly Jumped Over The Moon      
FREE EVENT for Children

Adapted for the stage from the book by Helen Solomon
Performed by the Castlemaine Youth Theatre Troupe.
Nursery Rhymes and Games for Under 6’s.
Venue: Phee Broadway Theatre.
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1.45- 3.15  Panel session.  
Is it poetry? Writing poetry for novels, plays and performance.
Tim Sinclair, Geoff Page, Jane Fenton Keane,  
Chair: Catherine Bateson
Venue:  Phee Broadway Theatre

3.30 - 4.15  Address and reading:  
The Weather Gets in My Words. lorna Crozier.
Introduced by: Professor Chris Wallace-Crabbe 
Venue: Phee Broadway Theatre. 

4.30 - 5.50 (sharp) Poet and troubadour. FIlM:  
‘Ladies and Gentlemen: Mr LEONARD COHEN’. Followed by 
discussion of his work and life by Anthony lawrence
Venue: Theatre Royal

6.00 - 7.15  Dinner break

7.30 - 9.00  Spotlight session 3
If I Call Stones Blue. 
lorna Crozier with Judith Beveridge.
Chair: Dr robyn rowland AO
Venue: Phee Broadway Theatre

9.15 - 10.15  Poetry/sound performance:  
Breaking Form
Jane Fenton Keane, berni janssen, Sean Whelan  
and emilie Zoey Baker
Venue: Phee Broadway Theatre

10.15   Music by Archer Broughton and cocktails in  
the Foyer Cafe and Bar at the Theatre Royal

SUNDAY 27TH APrIl
9.15 - 10.15  Poets’ dawn - readings and coffee with poets:
Tim Sinclair, Jaya Savige and lorraine McGuigan

VENUE: Theatre Royal  (great breakfast from 8am)

10.30 - 12.00  Panel session
Violence: Poetry, politics and change 
Peter Balakian, elizabeth Hodgson, laksmi 
Pamuntjak
Chair: Donna Frieze
VENUE: Theatre Royal

12.00-1.00  lunch

1.00 -2.00   Poetry readings:
John Foulcher, Barry Hill, Judith Beveridge
Venue: Anglican church

2.15 - 3.45  Panel session
Spirituality and poetry.
robert Adamson, lorna Crozier, Sam Hamill
Chair: Paul Hetherington
Venue: Anglican Church

4.15 - 5.15  readings: 
Falling in love with poetry; falling in love: 
Join poets in the Big Bed at The Bed-in.
Anthony lawrence, e A Gleeson, ross Donlon  
(with Murray Wright on lyre), lauren Williams
VENUE: Live Arts Incubator
(based on an idea by Jude Anderson)

5.45 - 7.15  readings:  
One for the road at the Albion: 
elizabeth Campbell, lucy Holt and Petra White
plus The Open. MC  ross Donlon
Venue: Albion Hotel



lisa Marie Bellear : Goernpil woman of the Noonuccal 
people of Minjerribah (Stradbroke Island)
(1961 – 2006)
Lisa Marie Bellear was a poet, activist, broadcaster, academic, visual 
artist and photographer.   

Bellear’s first collection of poetry Dreaming in Urban Areas was 
published by UQP in 1996 and is now taught in universities 
nationally and internationally.  She published in numerous journals 
and anthologies, presented and performed her work at many venues 
across Australia, Europe and North America and was nominated 
for the 1995 Human Rights Award for Poetry for her poem “Native 
Title Now”.  Bellear was also a talented photographer dedicated 
to the lives of Indigenous peoples, communities and histories.  She 
first began exhibiting her work in 1991, and in 2001 her first solo 
exhibition was held at the Melbourne Museum. Titled Reconciliation 
– bar humbug this exhibition comprised two thousand and one 
images and text of Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. 

Bellear served on a number of working groups including the Victorian 
Stolen Generations Taskforce, the Victorian Sorry Day Committee, 
was a council member of Reconciliation Australia, and part of 
Camp Sovereignty in 2005.  She was dedicated too to community 
broadcasting presenting the program Not Another Koori Show on 
Melbourne’s 3CR radio network from1986 to 2006.  

Bellear held a Grad Dip in Arts, a Masters of Arts, Masters of Creative 
Writing, and was completing her Doctorate in Philosophy at the time 
of her passing.

Bellear’s early passing is felt very strongly in Victorian Indigenous 
communities whom, according to poet Tony Birch, regarded Lisa 
as an ‘absolute central key figure in our lives’* Her loss is also 
keenly felt across numerous other communities both nationally and 
internationally.  Lisa Bellear was a dedicated, lively and generous 
artist, activist and community member whose contributions to, and 
effects upon the grassroots creative, academic and political lives of 
the diverse communities she bought together are ongoing. 
* see Lian Low, Arts Hub, Wednesday, July 26, 2006

robert Adamson 
NSW 
Robert Adamson is a leading Australian 
poet, editor and publisher. He has 
published fifteen volumes of poetry. He 
was President of the Poetry Society of Australia, 1974-1980. His 
book The Goldfinches of Baghdad, (Flood Editions, U.S., 2006) 
won the Age Book of the Year award for Poetry in 2007, the Grace 

Leven Prize in 2007 and was shortlisted for the NSW Premier’s 
Kenneth Slessor Prize. It was also shortlisted for the Queensland 
Premier’s Awards, and the Victorian Premier’s Awards in 2007. His 
autobiography, Inside Out, was published to great critical acclaim in 
2004. His selected poems, Reading The River, was published in the 
UK by Bloodaxe Books in 2004.  Robert Adamson’s 1990 collection, 
The Clean Dark (Paper Bark Press, Australia), won both the Victorian 
and NSW Premiers’ prizes as well as Australia’s National Book 
Council ‘Banjo’ Award. It was the first time all three major prizes 
went to the same book. This was followed by Waving to Hart Crane 
in 1994 (A&R/HarperCollins) which was shortlisted for the Kenneth 
Slessor Award for Poetry and the Australian Literary Gold Medal, 
University of NSW. In 1995 Adamson was awarded the FAW’s 
Christopher Brennan Award for a lifetime’s achievement in poetry. 
With his partner, the photographer Juno Gemes, he lives on the 
Hawkesbury River, NSW, where he writes, fishes and draws birds. 

emilie Zoey Baker
vIC
Emilie Zoey Baker has been published 
internationally, and is a ten-time slam 
champion and winner of numerous awards, 
including the 2006 World Performance 
Poetry Cup. Her work has been heard on international radio and 
television. She has performed in many festivals including the 2007 
Melbourne International Arts Festival and the Wellington Fringe 
Festival. Her published work includes the anthology She wore the sky 
on her shoulders (Hit And Miss Publications).
 

Peter Balakian 
USA
Peter Balakian is the author of 8 books 
- most recently June-tree: New and Selected 
Poems, 1974-2000 (Harper Collins, 2001) 
and The Burning Tigris: The Armenian 
Genocide and America’s Response (HarperCollins, 2004), which won 
the 2005 Raphael Lemkin Prize and was a New York Times Notable 
Book and a New York Times Best Seller. His memoir, Black Dog 
of Fate won the 1998 PEN/Martha Albrand Prize for the Art of the 
Memoir and was a best book of the year for the New York Times, 
the LA Times, and Publishers Weekly.  He is also the author of a 
book on the American poet Theodore Roethke and the co-translator 
of the Armenian poet Siamanto’s Bloody News From My Friend. 
Between 1976-1996 he edited with Bruce Smith the poetry journal 
Graham House Review.  He is the recipient of many awards and 
prizes and civic citations including a Guggenheim Fellowship, a 
National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship, an Ellis Island Medal 
of Honor, and the Ahanhit Literary Prize. Foreign editions of his 

BIOGrAPHICAl TrIBUTe
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work have appeared in Armenian, Bulgarian, French, Dutch, Greek, 
German, Italian, and Turkish. Peter is Donald M. and Constance H. 
Rebar Professor of the Humanities and Professor of English at Colgate 
University. He was the first Director of Colgate’s Center For Ethics and 
World Societies and lives in Hamilton.

Judith Beveridge 
NSW
Judith Beveridge has published three 
books of poetry, all of which have won 
major prizes: The Domesticity of Giraffes 
(Black Lighting Press 1987); Accidental Grace (UQP, 1996) and 
Wolf Notes (Giramondo Publishing, 2003). She is the poetry editor 
of Meanjin. In 2005 she was awarded the Philip Hodgins Memorial 
Medal for excellence in literature. Her work has been translated into 
several languages and has been on the NSW HSC English curriculum 
and in 2008 will be studied as part of the VCE. She currently 
teaches poetry at postgraduate level at the University of Sydney 
and at postgraduate and undergraduate level at the University of 
Newcastle. She was a member of the Literature Board from 2001-4. 
She has edited UQP’s The Best Australian Poetry 2006 as well as 
co-edited anthologies from the Newcastle Poetry Prize, Sunweight 
(2005) and The Honey Fills the Cone (2006). She has taken part 
in major writers’ festivals in Australia and overseas. She is currently 
completing her fourth manuscript of poems. Judith lives in Sydney.

elizabeth Campbell 
vIC 
Elizabeth Campbell lives in Melbourne, 
where she was born in 1980. Since 2006 
she has taught English at Eltham High 
School. Current projects include essays, a play and a collaboration 
with composer David Chisolm on a staged recital. Her first collection 
of poetry, Letters to the Tremulous Hand, was published in 2007 by 
John Leonard Press.

lorna Crozier
Canada
Lorna Crozier, poet and essayist, has 
published fourteen books of poetry and is 
a Distinguished Professor and the Chair of 
the Department of Writing at the University of Victoria.  Her books 
have received several national awards, including the Governor 
General’s Award for Inventing the Hawk in 1992.  She has won the 
Pat Lowther Poetry Award and the Canadian Authors Association 
Award. In 2004 she received an Honourary Doctorate from the 
University of Regina and in 2007, one from the University of 
Saskatchewan. The Blue Hour of the Day, Selected Poems came out 

in 2007. Her poems have been translated into several languages. 
Margaret Laurence called her “a poet to be grateful for.” Books 
in Canada claimed “she is one of the most original poets writing 
in English today.” The Ottawa Citizen described her as “One of 
Canada’s most read and most honoured poets….[Crozier’s poems] 
become part of the reader’s permanent memory.” 

ross Donlon
regional vIC
Ross Donlon is a widely published poet. He 
reads regularly at poetry festivals and his 
work has been broadcast on community 
radio and on Radio National’s Poetica. In 2003 Ross was a member 
of a New Poets tour that crossed Australia reading poems. He 
appears on the CD You Have Been Chosen.  His first collection, 
Tightrope Horizon, was published in the Five Islands Press New 
Poets Series (2003) and he features in several anthologies, notably 
Poems for All Occasions.  He is co-author, with Tric O’Heare of the 
book, Kickstarting Poetry (2007). He convenes the poetry readings 
at the Albion Hotel in Castlemaine and organised the readings at the 
Castlemaine State Festival.

Ali Cobby eckermann
NT
Ali Cobby Eckermann is an Aboriginal 
writer who lives and works at Titjikala, 
south of Alice Springs.  Her writings are inspired by her close ties 
with family, both in Central and South Australia. In 2006, she won 
First Prize Poetry in the ‘Survival’ Writing Competition, launched 
at the inaugural Sydney Indigenous Writers Festival, for her poem 
‘I Tell You True’. Two other poems were Highly Commended.  Her 
poem ‘Adoption’ was published in the 2006 ‘My Brother, My Sister, 
My Country’ anthology, by Christi Press Melbourne. Her short story 
‘Just Another Day?’ has been included in Terra - a bi-language 
anthology, resulting from the 2006 NT Writers WordStorm Festival.  
Her poem ‘2 Pelicans’ and short story ‘Them Half Caste Bastards’ 
were published in the Ptilotus Press 2006 Centralian anthology 
Milk In The Sky.  In 2005, 2006 and 2007 Ali was shortlisted in 
the NT Literary Awards - Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Writers 
Award.  Her 2006 writing success was highlighted by winning a 
National Mentorship through the Australian Society of Authors.  She 
has completed her first novel The Root of All Evil under the tutorage 
of Tasmanian writer Dr Terri Whitebeach.  Ali has been granted two 
Poetry Mentorships through NT Writers Centre and Varuna in 2007. 
Ali is a graduate student in Creative Writing from Batchelor Institute 
and Visual Arts at Tauondi College in South Australia.



John Foulcher 
ACT
John Foulcher has published seven books 
of poetry, the latest being The Learning 
Curve (Brandl&Schlesinger 2002), which 
was recently broadcast on ABC Radio National’s Poetica.  His New 
and Selected Poems (Harper/Collins 1994) was set for study for 
many years on the NSW Higher School Certificate and his poems 
have been published in numerous anthologies, newspapers and 
magazines throughout Australia.  He is currently Head of Senior 
School at Burgmann Anglican School in Canberra. 

ross Gillett 
regional vIC  
Ross Gillett’s awards for poetry include the 
1997 Melbourne Poet’s Union National 
Poetry Prize, the 1998 Ulitarra Prize, the 
2003 City of Greater Dandenong National Poetry Prize, the 2003 
FAW John Shaw Neilson Award and the 2004 Broadway Poetry prize. 
His poems have been published in The Age and The Australian and 
in magazines including Quadrant, Overland and Poetry Monash as 
well as in The Best Australian Poems 2004, 2005 and 2006.  His 
book The Sea Factory was one of the Five Islands Press New Poets 
2006 series. He has read at venues across Victoria, New South 
Wales, Tasmania, the ACT and New Zealand. 

e A Gleeson 
regional vIC
E A  Gleeson grew up on a Soldier 
Settlement farm in the Western District 
of Victoria. She is a multi-award winning poet securing places in 
competitions including the Henry Kendall and John Shaw Neilson 
Awards. Over the last ten years, her poems have been published in 
Australian, Irish and American literary journals. Earlier this year, her 
manuscript won the Best First Book award by Interactive Press. This 
collection of poetry will be published later in 2008.

Sam Hamill 
USA
Sam Hamill is the author of more than 
forty books, including fifteen volumes of 
original poetry (most recently Measured by 
Stone and Almost Paradise: New & Selected Poems & Translations); 
four collections of literary essays, including A Poet’s Work and 
Avocations: On Poetry & Poets; and distinguished translations of 
ancient Chinese and Japanese classics of the last half-century. He co-
founded, and for thirty-two years was editor at, Copper Canyon Press. 
He taught in prisons for fourteen years and has worked extensively 

with battered women and children. In 2003, he founded Poets 
Against War, compiling the largest single-theme poetry anthology 
in history. He has been awarded fellowships from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the Guggenheim Foundation, the Woodrow 
Wilson Foundation, the Mellon Fund, and the Japan-U.S. Friendship 
Commission; other honors include the Stanley Lindberg Lifetime 
Achievement Award for Editing, the Washington Poets’ Association 
Lifetime Achievement in Poetry Award, two Washington Governor’s 
Arts Awards, a Western States Book Award, a PEN-Oakland 
Anti-censorship Award, a PEN Center/USA First Amendment Award, 
and the Condecoración de la Universidad de Carabobo in Valencia, 
Venezuela. His work has been translated into more than a dozen 
languages.

Barry Hill 
regional vIC 
Barry Hill has won Premier’s Awards for 
poetry and non-fiction - most notably the 
multi-award winning biography of T. G. H. Strehlow, Broken Song 
(Knopf, 2002). His short fiction has been widely anthologized and 
translated into Japanese and Chinese. He has written many works 
for radio and his first libretto was performed at ‘The Studio’ at the 
Sydney Opera House in 2004. His books of poetry include Raft 
(Penguin, 1990), Ghosting William Buckley (Heinemann, 1993), The 
Inland Sea (Salt, 2001), The War Sonnets (Picaro, 2006), Necessity 
(Soi3, 2007) and As we draw ourselves (Five Islands Press,2008).  
Recent work has appeared in The Best Poems of 2003, 2004 and 
2005 and The Best Essays of 2003 (Black Inc). His Overland lecture, 
‘The Mood We’re In, circa Australia Day 2004’, won the Victorian 
Premier’s Award for Best Essay. He is an Honorary Fellow at the 
University of Melbourne, and Poetry Editor for The Australian.

elizabeth Hodgson
regional NSW
A Wiradjuri woman, Elizabeth was born in 
Wellington NSW but spent her childhood 
in a home for fair-skinned Aboriginal 
children in a Sydney suburb. Elizabeth has had poems published 
in various magazines and is regularly invited to read her work. In 
2005 she was invited to Macedonia to read at the famous Struga 
Poetry Readings. Currently, she is working on the Black Words subset 
for Austlit and sits on the panel of the NSW Ministry for the Arts 
Advisory Council, the Indigenous Arts Reference Group and is chair 
of the South Coast Writers’ Centre. She is facilitator, mentor and 
writer for the South Coast Writers’ Centre Aboriginal Oral History 
Project. In 2007 Elizabeth won the David Uniapon Award, part of the 
Queensland Premier’s Literary Awards. 



lK Holt
vIC
LK Holt is a Melbourne writer. Her first 
full-length collection of poetry, Man Wolf 
Man (John Leonard Press), was published 
in 2007. She is currently a Masters student 
at the University of Melbourne, and working on a book about Anton 
Chekhov.

berni m janssen
regional vIC
berni m janssen is a writer/performer, who 
works collaboratively with diverse artists 
and communities in the development and 
presentation of text in multiple media.  She has created work both 
as a solo performer, and in collaboration with sound designers/
musicians/composers including: Warren Burt, Lawrence Harvey, 
Sue Jones, Carolyn Connors, Margaret Trail, Wendy Morrison and 
James Hullick. Emotionography, a text/piano collaboration by the 
janssen/Hullick Duo was recently presented at 45 Downstairs. Her 
poetry has been used as libretto for compositions by composer Chris 
Dench, and performed by Elision. She has been the Creative Director 
of a number of long-term community based projects and is currently 
Artist in residence, with the project Flame, for the Pyrenees Shire.

Jayne Fenton Keane
QlD
Jayne Fenton-Keane is a poet, new media 
artist and composer who takes poetry to 
different spaces with her poetry-sound 
fusions, installations and performances.  The author of three poetry 
books, Torn, Ophelia’s Codpiece and The Transparent Lung, Keane is 
an award winner in several genres, and is completing a doctorate on 
embodiment and spatial poetics. She is founding Director of National 
Poetry Week and has received a Varuna Writers’ Centre Fellowship 
and radio playwriting mentorship. In addition to writing manuscripts, 
experimenting with soundscapes and developing her website, JFK 
has maintained an interest in embodiment of texts on the stage. She 
has featured at the Australian Poetry Festival, Queensland Poetry 
Festival, Brisbane Writers’ Festival, Seattle Arts festival, the Detroit 
Literary Festival, the Festival of the Imagination in New Orleans, and 
Wordstock, a spoken word festival in New York. In 2005 she had an 
Asialink fellowship. 

Anthony lawrence
Tasmania
Anthony Lawrence has published ten books 
of poems, the most recent being The Sleep 
of a Learning Man (Giramondo, 2004). 
A novel, In the Half Light, was published 
by Picador in Australia and the UK in 2000. A new book of poems, 
Bark, is forthcoming from University of Queensland Press.  Anthony 
has received a number of Literature Board Grants and has won 
numerous awards for his poetry, including the inaugural Judith 
Wright Calanthe Award (Queensland Premier’s Poetry Prize), the 
Harri Jones Memorial Award, the Gwen Harwood Memorial Prize (in 
1996), and the Newcastle Poetry Prize in 1997. He has also won the 
Claudio Alcorso Award, the Josephine Ulrick National Poetry Prize, 
NSW Premier’s Literary Awards, and the Kenneth Slessor Prize for 
Poetry. 

lorraine McGuigan
regional vIC 
Lorraine McGuigan’s poems have received 
over 60 awards and have been included 
in three ABC Radio National PoeticA programs. Her work has been 
published in Australian journals such as Island, Quadrant, Southerly, 
and Blue Dog: Australian Poetry, and in the USA - Antipodes, 
Black Bear Review, and the North American Review. Her poetry 
has appeared in many UK publications and is represented in 10 
Australian anthologies. Her first poetry collection, What The Body 
Remembers shared second place in the FAW Anne Elder Award 2004, 
and was mentioned in the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards Judges’ 
Report 2004. 

esther Ottaway
TAS
Esther’s first collection is Blood Universe 
(www.pardalote.com.au). ‘Exceptionally 
vivid, moving, sometimes ironic, never sentimentalised, and very 
powerful’ wrote Judith Beveridge.  Australian Young Poet of the Year 
(Poets Union Young Poets Fellowship) 2006, Esther’s poems have 
been widely published in Australia’s leading literary journals and 
newspapers over the last seven years. She has featured at the Sydney 
Writers’ Festival and Australian Poetry Festival and has won major 
literary prizes, grants and residencies, including a Varuna Fellowship 
residency, an Australia Council Buzz youth grant, an Arts Tasmania 
poetry grant, Tasmanian Literary Awards Poetry Prize and was Highly 
Commended in the John Shaw Neilson Poetry Prize (FAW National 
Literary Awards).



Geoff Page
ACT
Geoff Page has published eighteen 
collections of poetry as well as two novels, 
four verse novels and several other works 
including anthologies, translations and a 
biography of the jazz musician Bernie McGann. His most recent book 
is Laurie & Shirley. The Final Cadenza. A movie in verse.  He retired 
at the end of 2001 from being in charge of the English Department 
at Narrabundah College in the ACT, a position he had held since 
1974. He has won several awards, including the ACT Poetry 
Award, the Grace Leven Prize, the Christopher Brennan Award, the 
Queensland Premier’s Prize for Poetry and the 2001 Patrick White 
Literary Award. Selections from his work have been translated into 
Chinese, German, Serbian, Slovenian and Greek. He has also read 
his work and talked on Australian poetry in Switzerland, Germany, 
Norway, Sweden, Britain, Italy, Spain, Serbia, Slovenia, Slovakia, 
Czech Republic, Austria, Hungary, Singapore, China, Korea, the 
United States and New Zealand.

laksmi Pamuntjak
Indonesia
Since 1994, Laksmi Pamuntjak has written 
columns and articles on politics, film, food, 
classical music and literature for Tempo 
Magazine and elsewhere. She translated and edited Goenawan 
Mohamad: Selected Poems, published Jakarta Good Food Guide 
- an annually updated new take on food writing - and co-founded 
Aksara, a bilingual bookstore in Jakarta.  Her first collection of 
poetry, Ellipsis, appeared on The Herald UK 2005 Books of the Year 
list.  A treatise on violence and the Iliad entitled Perang, Langit dan 
Dua Perempuan (War, Heaven, and Two Women) came out in 2006, 
along with her first collection of short stories, The Diary of R.S.: 
Musings on Art. The title story has been translated into French by 
Hélène Blanchard under the title Le Journal de R.S. and was featured 
in the journal Le Banian. In September of the same year, Laksmi 
released her translation of Goenawan Mohamad’s book of aphorisms 
under the title On God and Other Unfinished Things. Laksmi is 
currently working on The Blue Widow, a novella set in Buru Island, 
the site of a large tropical gulag during the Suharto administration 
(1965-1998), where alleged communists and Communist Party 
sympathizers were detained for more than a decade without being 
formally charged or tried in court. Her latest poetry collection, The 
Anagram (2007), has eight poems and prose poems inspired by the 
Buru experience, entitled “From the Buru Notebook.” 

Marcella Polain
WA
Marcella Polain was born in Singapore 
and immigrated to Perth when she was 
two years old, with her Armenian mother 
and Irish father. She has a background in 
theatre and screen writing, and lectures in the Writing program at 
Edith Cowan University. Founding WA editor for the national poetry 
journal Blue Dog: Australian Poetry, she has been poetry editor for 
Westerly and was inaugural editor for the new WA journal Indigo. 
Her play, Stroking Cindy, was professionally produced in 1986. Her 
first poetry collection, Dumbstruck, (1996, Five Islands Press), won 
the Anne Elder Prize; her second, Each Clear Night, (2000, Five 
Islands Press), was shortlisted for the West Australian Premier’s 
Poetry Prize. Her first novel, The Edge of the World, was based on 
her family’s survival of the Armenian Genocide (Fremantle Press in 
August 2007). It won the University’s Higher Degree by Research 
prize for publication in the category of Creative Works and has been 
short-listed for a 2008 Commonwealth Writers’ Prize. A section from 
the novel also won Westerley’s 2006 Patricia Hackett Prize. Her third 
poetry collection of poetry Therapy like Fish, will be published in 
2008. She has read at the 2007 Melbourne Writers’ Festival and the 
2008 Perth Writers’ Festival, and a section of The Edge of the World 
was read on ABC Radio in September 2007. 

Jaya Savige 
QlD
Jaya Savige was born in Sydney in 1978 
and grew up on Bribie Island, Queensland. 
His first volume, Latecomers (UQP 2005), 
was the winner of the 2006 Kenneth Slessor 
Poetry Prize (NSW Premier’s Award), and the Thomas Shapcott 
Poetry Prize. He holds a university medal from the University of 
Queensland, where he completed an MPhil in 2005. Jaya is the 
poetry consultant for the Australian Literary Review, and writes 
a monthly poetry column for the Courier Mail. In 2006 he was a 
co-writer for the cabaret show, Feasting on Flesh, performed by Grin 
n Tonic at the Sydney Opera House. In 2007 Jaya was the Australia 
Council’s Writer-in-Residence at the B.R. Whiting Studio, Rome.



 

Tim Sinclair
SA
In 2005 Tim Sinclair released the poetry 
collection Vapour Trails (Cottage Industry 
Press), and in 2006 the YA verse novel 
Nine Hours North (Penguin). He has read 
and performed his writing in dozens of venues around the country, 
and collaborated in the creation of several text/movement/image 
performance pieces. Coming from a musical background (years spent 
drumming in indie rock bands), Tim Sinclair has always incorporated 
some element of musicality into his writing. His first major release, 
the CD Brothers of the Head (“a multi-art-form work of magic” Rip 
it Up) seamlessly combines music, spoken word and written text. In 
2005-07 he worked at Poets House in New York City, and currently 
works at the Australian Society of Authors in Sydney.

vardos
vIC
Driven by Alana’s wild violin, chased 
by accordion, Vardos enchant with their 
theatrical and lively interpretations of 
traditional Hungarian and Romanian music. Formed in Perth in 
1993, Vardos is now Melbourne based, regularly making trips to 
Eastern Europe to study with folk and Roma (gypsy) musicians. 
Vardos have serenaded audiences around Australia, and have also 
toured to New Caledonia, New Zealand, Switzerland and Hungary 
and showcased in the U.S.
Vardos had successful shows at the Famous Spiegeltent in the 
Edinburgh Fringe and Edinburgh International Book Festival in 2003 
and 2004, where they appeared on Scottish television and the BBC 
News, and were nominated for the 2003 BBC Radio3 World Music 
Awards. “With stagecraft that is equal parts formation dancing, 
martial arts and Keystone Cops... Vardos don’t hold back. They give 
the tumbling, compound-time dances and slow airs... both barrels 
and not a few of Hunt’s bow hairs.” (The Herald, Edinburgh 2004)

Sean M. Whelan
vIC
Sean M. Whelan resides in Northcote, 
Australia and is a writer of prose, poetry 
and works for performance. His work has 
been performed in many places from 
the Melbourne Writers Festival to the Nuyorican Poetry Café, NYC. 
He also co-ordinates a regular spoken word event in Melbourne 
called Babble. In 2007 he was a special guest at the Utan Kayu 
International Literary Biennale in Indonesia. In 2008 he will be 
releasing a brand new book of poetry titled Tattooing the Surface of 
the Moon.

Petra White
vIC
Petra White lives in Melbourne and works 
as a public servant. Her first book, The 
Incoming Tide (John Leonard Press 2007), 
was shortlisted for the 2007 Queensland 
Premiers Literary Awards.

lauren Williams
vIC
Lauren Williams has performed around 
Australia and overseas, featured several 
times on Radio National, convened La 
Mama Poetica for four years, has taught poetry at RMIT, and is 
currently writing and performing songs with a country/bluegrass 
bent. She has read her work in New York, Montreal, Madrid, 
Barcelona and Medellín, and won the Launceston Poetry Cup and 
the Melbourne Poets’ Union national prize. Her most recent book 
is Invisible Tattoos (Five Islands Press). She lives in the Victorian 
goldfields town of Blackwood.

Murray Wright
regional vIC
A local Walmer resident, Murray Wright 
played the piano in earlier years until 
discovering the plucked, naked piano 
called ‘The Modern Lyre’, in Europe in 1983. The Lyre’s serene 
musical presence captured him enough for him to begin making 
his own versions in 1994. His instruments, played by eminent lyre 
performers overseas, are regarded as some of the world’s finest. He 
has performed in Australia and several European countries with his 
wife Dorothy.



THe HOUSe OF THe TrAGIC POeT
Designed and built by liam Gough
From an idea by Teresa Bell

In the ill-fated town of Pompeii, there was space and support given to the town poets. 
Much has been written about the frescoes on the walls of the beautiful ruin, ‘The House of the Tragic Poet’.

Poets were often provided with accommodation and a small stipend by the state.  Visit this tabula rasa, a 
site dedicated to the poet in the act of creation – enter The House of the Tragic Poet and enter an installation 
dedicated to the muse.

Listen to the thoughts and compositions of established and emerging poets – see their poems inscribed on 
walls…

All weekend in the Market Building Castlemaine
10am-5pm

POeTrY is everWHere 
Presented by the victorian Association for the Teaching of english

‘You will find poetry nowhere unless you bring some with you’ - Joseph Joubert

This conference celebrates poetry in all its forms, from Shakespeare to Bob Dylan, in rap music and in advertising 
jingles. It offers English teachers a chance to immerse themselves, to listen, to create, to uncover and celebrate their 
inner poet. 

Our Conference will be held in the historic township of Castlemaine, a hop step and a jump from the CBD along the 
Calder Highway.  Dr Deane Blackler, Trinity Grammar School, will present the keynote address.  This will be followed 
by a range of workshops, readings and presentations that will inspire and enthuse aspiring and practising poets and 
classroom teachers. 

For more information and to book go to www.vate.org.au
Inquiries to the vATe office on 9411 8500 or registrations@vate.org.au

Australian Poetry Centre Festival



BeCOMe A MeMBer OF THe AUSTrAlIAN 
POeTrY CeNTre

$40 (includes GST)

FUll FeSTIvAl PASS
Fri/Sat/Sun (includes two course dinner on Friday night) 

   $162 Members
   $182 Non Members

(includes $2.00 Carbon offset and GST)

FUll FeSTIvAl PASS (excluding Opening Night)
Frid/Sat/Sun sessions

   $112 members 
   $132 non-members  

(includes $2 Carbon offset and GST)

Or

Friday 25th April
Afternoon sessions only 

   $20.50
   (includes 50c Carbon offset and GST)

Saturday April 26
   $61 APC members 
   $71 non-members 

(includes $1.50 Carbon offset and GST) 

Sunday April 27
   $51 members
   $61 non-members 

(includes $1.00 Carbon offset and GST) 

Friday Opening Opening Night  
(includes dinner)

   $71 flat rate. 
(includes $1.00 Carbon offset and GST) 

WOrKSHOPS
All workshops are $60.  Limited numbers. Book early.
Please select

   Master class with Sam Hamill
   Master class with Lorna Crozier
   Workshop with Geoff Page

DONATION
Help the Australian Poetry Centre make poetry more visible 
in Australia by making a donation. 
All donations over $2 are fully tax-deductible. A tax receipt 
for your contribution will be provided. 

Donations to the APC are tax deductible. 
   Epic - $5000 or more    
   Ode  - $1000-$5000 
   Lyric  - $100-$1000          
   Sonnet  - Up to $100

 

BOOKING FOrM
(Please tick boxes)

LIMITED TICKETS and accommodation in Castlemaine – BOOK EARLY!

Australian Poetry Centre Festival



ADvANCe BOOKING BY MAIl 
Book your tickets and take out membership – as well as making a donation, 

Tickets booked by April 15, 2008 will be sent to you by mail. Tickets booked after April 15, 2008 will be held at the House of the Tragic Poet in the Market Building 
for collection 9am- 5pm during the festival or for Friday night opening at the Theatre Royal Box Office between 5-7pm on Friday April 25.

Free eveNTS 
Entry to free Forum events is subject to availability. Tickets are available in person only at the venue box office from 1 hour prior to the advertised start time. 

Once confirmed, bookings may not be cancelled, exchanged or refunded except as provided for in the Live Performance Australia Code of Practice for Event Ticketing. 

All prices quoted are in Australian dollars and include GST. 
Programme details are correct at time of printing but are subject to change as necessary and without notice. 
The right is reserved to add, withdraw or substitute artists, vary ticket prices, and/or vary advertised programmes, seating arrangements and audience capacity. 
The right of admission is reserved by the venue(s) and/or its agent. Cameras, tape recorders and other recording devices are not permitted.

CAlCUlATe COST 
FESTIVAL FEE ................................................. WORKSHOP .............................................................................................

MEMBERSHIP ...................................................................... DONATION ......................................................................... 

TOTAl .......................................................

TITLE   .............................................................................................................................................................................

GIVEN NAME  ...................................................................................................................................................................

FAMILY NAME  .................................................................................................................................................................

ORGANISATION (IF ANY)  ..................................................................................................................................................

POSTAL ADDRESS  ............................................................................................................................................................

SUBURB ........................................................................... STATE ...................................... POSTCODE  ............................

PHONE ............................................................................. MOBILE  .................................................................................

EMAIL  .............................................................................................................................................................................

SeND YOUr COMPleTeD FOrM TO AUSTrAlIAN POeTrY CeNTre
By mail to PO Box 284, Balaclava vIC 3183, PHONe us on 03 9527 4063 Or
eMAIl admin@australianpoetrycentre.org.au

CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO   “AUSTrAlIAN POeTrY CeNTre” 
Payment method:              Cheque                Money Order              Mastercard                 Visa
Card Number:  

Cardholder name: ___________________________     Expiry date:  __ /__ 

Signature: _________________________

Australian Poetry Centre Festival



THeATre rOYAl
30 Hargraves St, Castlemaine
Ph. 03 5472 1196

PHee BrOADWAY THeATre
Mechanics Lane, Castlemaine
Ph. 03 5472 4137

ANGlICAN CHUrCH
8 Mostyn Street, Castlemaine
Ph. 03 5472 1137

MArKeT BUIlDING
Tourist Information Office
Mostyn Street, Castlemaine
Ph. 03 5471 1795

CONTINUING  
eDUCATION BUIlDING
30 Templeton St, Castlemaine
Ph: 5472 3299

lIve ArTS INCUBATOr
The Enterprise Building, Castlemaine
Halford St, Castlemaine
(Travel towards Bendigo on Barker 
Street for 1km and Halford Street  
is on your left)

THe AlBION HOTel
152 Duke St, Wesley Hill, Castlemaine
Ph. 03 5472 1292
(5km out of town on Forest Street on  
the way to Melbourne)

Walking Map
A Walking Map will be available, during 
and after the festival, at the Visitor’s 
Information Centre or at MASG 233 
Barker St, Castlemaine   
www.masg.org.au

Bicycles
MASG is coordinating free bicycle  
& helmet hires for patrons during  
the festival. 

12 bikes are available from the MASG 
garden rear 233 Barker St. between  
10 a.m. & 5 p.m. Sat & Sun.   
Please phone Jill  on  54 706978 or 
just drop in.  

Castlemaine Access & Walking Map



 

Major Supporters

Supporters

With Thanks: Janet Galbraith, John Stroud (BPA printing), Ross Donlon and the Albion Poetry Readings, Father Ken Parker 
and the Castlemaine Anglican Church, Peter Bishop, David Stretch, Castlemaine State Festival, Stoneman’s Bookroom and 
John Walter, Passing Clouds Wines, Blackjack Winery and the patient children: Tully, Ennis, Marvin and Angelica.

Board 
Professor Chris Wallace-Crabbe 
Chair 
Dr Robyn Rowland AO  
Deputy Chair 
Fiona McNabb  
Treasurer 
Dr Lyn Hatherly  
Secretary/Public officer 
Grant Caldwell 
Managing Editor, Blue Dog:  
Australian Poetry
Pia Johnson
Marketing 
Dr Michelle Borzi
Sponsorship 
Adrian Snodgrass 
Legal

Catherine Bateson 
Education
Ron Pretty AM  
Damian Bishop  
Consultants 
 

Staff 
Director  
Teresa Bell 
Publications Officer  
Bridie McCarthy 
Administrator  
Paul Kooperman 
Marketing and  
Events Assistant 
Ella Holcombe 

Patron  
John Clarke

National  
Liaison Group 
Mike Ladd (SA) 
Bronwyn Lea (QLD) 
Paul Hetherington (ACT) 
Brook Emery (NSW) 
Gina Mercer (TAS)
Lucy Dougan (WA)
Sandra Thibodeaux (NT)
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