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Key Findings 
 
Support for renewable energy (RE) is high in the City of Greater Bendigo 
and Mount Alexander Shire regions, with 92% of people spoken to wanting 
the government to implement strong policy to support new jobs and 
investment in renewables. 
 
The 786 people that members of community-groups Bendigo Sustainability 
Group (BSG) and Mount Alexander Sustainability Group (MASG)spoke to 
whilst door-knocking and street surveying were enthusiastic about the 
potential of RE to manage electricity prices, reduce pollution and act on 
climate change.  These volunteers spoke personally with close to 1% of the 
Bendigo / Castlemaine population, and not a single interviewee said that 
they didn't want to see renewable energy generation in their town. 
 
Rather, the overriding concerns expressed were that not enough money 
was being spent on renewables, that there was a lack of commitment from 
their elected representatives and that renewables weren't visible enough in 
their community.  Further, many people were concerned that government 
support of renewable energy to date has been haphazard, changeable and 
inconsistent.  These concerns were evident in the open section of the 
conversations, where participants were invited to ‘send a message’ to Steve 
Gibbons, where many people asked for action on investment. 
 
Finally, talking to Bendigo / Castlemaine residents revealed the positivism 
surrounding renewable energy and showed that it provides an opportunity 
to promote the carbon tax.  Concerns about carbon tax money 'going 
around in a circle' were alleviated by the idea of using this money to pay for 
investment in renewables and thereby bring down electricity prices in the 
long term.  
 
 
 
“Increase the cost of fossil fuels to counter balance the research into and production of 
renewable forms of energy” 

 
Mark

1
, Bendigo. 

 
 

                                                
1
 Names have been changed to preserve people’s confidentially. 
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Renewable Energy in Bendigo and Mount Alexander regions 
 
Members of local community groups Bendigo Sustainability Group and Mount Alexander Sustainability 
Grouphave been door-knocking and street surveying in the Bendigo and Mount Alexander regions in 2010-11 
to have conversations with local residents and understand community attitudes towards renewable energy.  
Over a number of months these groups have been asking residentsconversational questions relating to 
federal policy, electricity prices, taxing polluters and the role of big business in the renewables debate.  They 
have also been listening to the opinions of Bendigo / Mount Alexander residents in order to gain a more 
nuanced understanding of their attitudes. 
 
This report presents the findings of their 786conversations.  It quantifies the results of the outcomes of the 
conversations but also highlights some of the themes that have emerged in conversations with locals. 
 
The BSG and MASG are participating in the national 100% Renewable Energy Campaign, which advocates 
a ‘fair go for renewables’ policy to be implemented along side the carbon price policy in Australia.  Over 90 
local groups are involved in this national campaign, which resulted in14,000 conversations on renewable 
energy Australia wide.  The findings of the BSG – MASG conversations were submitted as part of a national 
report released in June. 
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The Conversations 
 
The door-knocking / street conversations followed a script that focused on six areas relating to renewable 
energy (RE).  They were: 
 
 

◦ Government support for the development of RE 

◦ The creation of policy to support jobs and investment in RE 

◦ The role of RE in helping to manage rising energy prices 

◦ The feasibility of Australia moving to 100% energy generation from renewable sources 

◦ Putting a price on pollution 

◦ The government's relationship with companies that pollute 

 

 
Volunteers used the script to guide the conversation and respondents were typically asked to respond 'yes', 
'no', 'don't know' or 'not sure' to allow the results to be quantified. 
 
Two of these eight questions allowed for the respondent to give their opinion or a personal message.  The 
first asked “why do you feel the government is / isn't doing enough to support the development of renewable 
energy?”  The second asked “if you could send a message to your Federal and State MP on this issue, what 
would you say?”  These replies gave a more qualitative understanding of the issues surrounding RE. 

 
In gathering these responses BSG and MASG attempted to reach as wide a demographic as possible by 
choosing geographically disparate regions of town to door-knock in, including Bendigo and surrounding 
suburbs, Castlemaine, Chewton, Campbells Creek and Barkers Creek.  They also had conversations at 
farmers markets, busy shopping strips, cricket and soccer game sidelines, outside libraries and other public 
places.   
 
The conversation questions are common to all groups participating in the 100% Renewable Energy 
Campaignconversations across Australia. 
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Conversations Results 
 
1. Quantitative Results 
 
The results of the conversations show strong support for investment in renewable energy within the Bendigo 
/ Mount Alexander community.  The findings can be summarised as follows: 
 
 

�85%  of residents feel the government is not doing enough to support the development of RE 
 

�92%  think the government should be implementing strong policy to support new jobs and 
investment in RE 
 

�92%  agree that more RE should be introduced to help manage Australia's energy prices 
 

�84%  of residents think Australia should develop a plan for 100% renewable energy 
 

�81%agree that Australia should put a price on pollution  
 

�87%  think that the government should invest in renewable energy 
 
 
 
 

2. Qualitative Responses 
 
Two of the questions in the conversations asked for an opinion or a personal message.  The responses to 
these were recorded in full by the volunteers and capture a sense of the frustrations felt by the community at 
the lack of investment and action on renewables. 
 
 
 

Question 1: “Why do you feel the government is / isn't doing enough to support the 
development of renewable energy?” 
 
Money 
 

�“They recently cut back rebates. Revenue from the mining boom should go to renewable energy.”  
Dan, Golden Square. 
 
�“Not enough incentives or rebates.”  John, Queen St. 

 
 

 
Of the 668 respondents who thought the government was not doing enough to support RE, many of them 
talked about 'investment,' 'money,' 'rebates' and 'incentives.'  Many spoke of the withdrawal of the solar 
'rebates' as an impediment to investment.  
 
One resident was a business owner of a large manufacturing industry in Bendigo. Although he expressed 
concern about the impacts a carbon tax would have on his business even he said that the government 
needed to “make more RE investments and make RE options more affordable”. 
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A lack of commitment and action 
 

�”They are not facing up to a climate emergency”, Warren, Bendigo. 
 
�”Australia should be leading on this issue- we have good renewable resources” Julie, Golden Point 
 
�”Get on and do it” Frank, Castlemaine 
 
�”Take it to parliament and give renewables a go” Annette, Fryerstown. 
 

 
A recurring theme amongst those who felt the government 'wasn't doing enough' on RE was that they lacked 
dedication to the idea.  It appears that this idea stems from the introduction and then cut back of solar 
rebates.   
 
 

A lack visibility 
 

� “Renewable energy should be everywhere and it’s not.”  Helen, Bendigo. 
 
�There should be more wind farms”, Kath, Strathdale 

 
 
This was a surprising but seemingly obvious finding; many people felt the government wasn't doing much to 
support RE because they couldn't physically see any evidence of it in their community.   
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Question 2: “If you could send a message to Steve Gibbons on this issue, what would 
you say?” 
 
 

Get on with it and do it for our future 
 

�”Get your act together” David, Flora Hill 
 
�“Don’t think of your children, think of your grandchildren.”  Lewis, Kangaroo Flat 
 
�“ Go ahead with renewable energy. God gave us a brain and it’s up to us to use it. There has been 
enough talk” Dot, 92 years old, Campbells Creek 
 
 

 
The messages given for Steve Gibbons covered a wide range of topics, but contained a common thread of 
frustration at the pace of change and the need to do more now for our future and for future generations. 
There were many comments around the themes of listen to what the people are saying, there is an urgency 
and we need to act now, look to what other countries are doing, and move away from fossil fuels. 
 
One resident said “I am lost for words as this seems so obvious and common sense. Clean for us and for the 
environment, power to the community and local government and not big business”.   
 

 
Promote the carbon tax through renewables 
 

�“Increase the cost of fossil fuels to counter balance the research into and production of renewable 
forms of energy” Mark, Bendigo. 
 
�Its time for action. We need to make the switch to renewable energy a.s.a.p. The Carbon Tax needs to 
be implemented” Doug, Castlemaine 
 
�”We want renewable clean energy and jobs. It’s pretty easy”, Melissa, Carolyn St 
 

 
Inevitably, many of the conversations that volunteers had with respondents were centred around the carbon 
tax.  Many people expressed a sense of confusion and negativity, specifically with the idea of money 'going 
around in a circle' from taxing then reimbursing households. 
 
Some respondents commented that investment in renewables was a way of breaking this cycle and creating 
a clear benefit to the carbon tax.  It was noted that electricity prices may go up under a carbon tax but that by 
offsetting this through cheaper renewables people save money and the net effect is carbon reduction and 
cheaper access to energy in the long term. 
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Summary of Findings 
 
Support for renewable energy (RE) is high in Bendigo / Mount Alexander region, with 92% of people wanting 
the government to implement strong policy to support new jobs and investment in renewables.  The people 
that BSG and MASG members spoke to, whilst door-knocking and street surveying,were enthusiastic about 
the potential of RE to manage electricity prices and reduce pollution.  Not a single person told the volunteers 
that they didn't want to see renewable energy generation in their town. 
 
Rather, the overriding concerns expressed were that not enough money was being spent on renewables, 
that there was a lack of commitment from their elected representatives and that renewables weren't visible 
enough in their community.  This was echoed in the frustrations voiced directly to Steve Gibbons where many 
people asked for action on investment. 
 
Finally, talking to residents revealed the positivism surrounding RE, and showed that it provides an 
opportunity to promote the carbon tax.  Concerns about carbon tax money 'going around in a circle' were 
alleviated by the idea of using this money to pay for renewables and thereby bring down electricity prices. 
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Appendix 
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Appendix 1: Messages for Steve Gibbons 

 

During the conversation it was explained to residents that the results of the conversations were to be given to 
the local members of parliament, and asked “if you could send them a message about this issue, what would 
you say?” 

The replies from all who gave responses are included here.  There is no hierarchical, chronological or 
geographical order to the way respondents are listed. 
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Need to do more. 

Need to think beyond fossil fuels and be brave enough to invest in renewable energy. 

Get out and talk to people. 

ACT NOW! Before it is too late. 

Stop stuffing around. 

Please just start the change. 

Stop arguing and get on with it. 

Pull your finger out and do something about it. 

Make it cheaper & create more jobs to allow residents to have more impact on the environment. 

If it makes economic sense then do something about it. 

Stop sitting on fence and do something. 

More needs to be happening to invest in long-term sustainable future. 

Need to get started. 

Here is an opportunity mot to be missed for long-term future of Australia. 

Invest now - think of our children. 

Spend more on education to see advantages 

Many sides to be weighed up. Long-term view is required. Consultation and informal decision. 

Do what is right. 

Do it properly. 

Solar energy system - keep. 

Get on with implementing renewable systems. 

Renewable is good but it must be affordable. 

Get politics out of it. 

Take a longer-term view and get policies that are going reduce pollution not just an new form of 

business. 

Listen to people involved in trying to promote renewable energy. 

Keep plugging on for clean energy. 

Very important to take care of environment - more action. 

Do it - do what is best for the country. 

Get on with it. 

More action. 

Get over the politics and get on with it. 

Anything that prevents harm to the environment and can be done should be done. 

Keep the rebates and police it heavily. Create good rebates on decent sized systems. 

The ideas are good but it needs a lot more research and time into practical solutions. 

Continue the current programs and expand on them. 

Get on with it. 

Be very careful. Move in the interests of everybody. 
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Government looks more broadly at alternatives. 

Do it for the next generation. 

Seriously use nothing but renewable energy. The country must get serious and NOT EXPORT 

polluting energy. 

Push more for clean energy. 

The Government needs to start acting now. 

We want renewable clean energy and jobs. It’s pretty easy. 

Focus on businesses. Just make it happen. The debate is too backward looking. Let’s look at 

what’s possible. Need a managed transition. 

Get behind it mate! 

Reduce subsidies to dirty energy. 

If it is made simpler, more people would be renewable. 

Public transport improvement. Discourage private ownership of cars. 

Don’t respond to childishness. 

The Stone Age didn’t stop because we ran out of STONE. 

People need to be educated. Ignorance causes apathy. 

Good Luck! 

It seems it would be quite smart to invest in renewable energy. 

I am fully in favour of solar energy. 

The best decisions for the community aren’t always the most popular so stand up and take the lead 

and show the community what can be done. 

Get over the greed. Get on with doing what’s right to make the planet sustainable. 

Increase the cost of fossil fuels to counter-balance the research into and production of renewable 

forms of energy. 

Look after our children’s needs to there can be adequate living conditions for future generations. 

Don’t think of your children - think of your grandchildren. 

Think of the future. 

We have to start acting now. 

More work, less money for politicians. 

Do more about it. 

Should be less reliance on fossil based fuels. 

Renewable energy is there to use - get in there and use it! 

Should be educating public about true costs of renewable energy. 

Get your act together 

Get real. 

Hurry up and make a decision, if you are going to implement it. 

It’s a good idea, save the ozone layer - more chemicals are coming. 

Take it more seriously 
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Should be up there on the list of priorities, can’t take chances with global danger 

It’s a bigger issue than most people realise - so more people need to learn about it i.e. education. 

Pull their finger out because they have known about climate change for years. It’s an issue for the 

welfare of our future. 

Look to Germany for mature inspiration. 

Join the 21st century - the industrial revolution was a long time ago. Let’s have a new one. 

Be financially responsible. We can’t have 100% renewable energy. There isn’t the technology to 

allow this. No leadership and all as bad as each other. 

Reinstate the policies re solar power incentives. 

Reinstate the solar rebates scheme. 

Reinstate the original policies i.e. Green Loans - renewable solar incentives. 

There’s confusing coverage in the media regarding a carbon price 

Look at rewarding businesses that use clean energy and charge those who don’t. 

Fryerstown residents like-minded (in favour of solar power). Many have solar. 

Check out all info first before making decision, especially financial. 

Make it a priority. 

Encourage adopting renewable energy. 

Should continue with solar rebates 

Should do more with our oceans for power and fresh water. 

Keep up the good work, Jacinta (Allan) 

You are all inept and incompetent. 

More incentives for use of solar and make it transparent. 

We need to deal with environmental issues as a high priority. 

Invest now for future generations 

Invest in clean energy for our future generations. 

Get on with it, more action - less hot air. 

Should be in forward planning annually. 

Keep working on renewable energy. 

Renewable energy should be promoted more and, if possible, subsidised so people keen to use it 

do not have to pay a significant premium to do so. 

Get some more solar panels up and plant more trees. 

Allow individuals, farmers, hobbyists to develop plants/areas for wind, solar, renewable energy 

enterprise on a small scale. 

Keep trying. 

Too much talking, not enough doing. 

We need to be doing more with solar and wave energy. 

Rebates! Rebates! Rebates! 

To help look after the environment and stop destroying Mother Earth; to stop using the earth and 
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fossil fuels and use sustainable and renewable options. 

It doesn’t have to be a sudden change (all or nothing) but some conversion to sustainable living is 

essential e.g., yearly targets. 

The future is renewable energy. Without it, there isn’t one. 

Is the cost of doing nothing actually greater than the cost of doing something? 

Concentrate of environmental sustainability, clean energy. 

Moving forward includes moving towards a sustainable way of living. 

Act now, and then fine tune - not debate until it is too late. 

Deal with the CFMEU. Don’t give us more coal stations. Stop logging native forests. 

Don’t wait until it is too late. 

Move money for renewables. 

Bring back rebatable solar power for homes. 

Time to do it! 

More solar power, please. 

Increase targets to 50% renewable energy by 2020 and it will be the biggest economic stimulus in 

Australia’s history. 

Think outside the usual energy box. Look at alternatives seriously. 

Solar power is the way forward. 

Emphasise the issues of environmental sustainability and their importance. 

We have a moral and ethical obligation to our environment, our planet, our future generations to do 

everything within our power to prioritise renewable energies. 

Think about Australia not about short-term monetary gain. 

Spend the tax money on ground floor RESEARCH not spin advertising. Speak to people on the 

land in OZ not overseas junkets. 

Bring back the ETS debate. More subsidies to people going solar - bring back the $1600 subsidy. 

You’re sacked! 

Progressively close down brown coal power stations. 

Where to start? 

It is time to stop our traditional polluting practices and embrace renewables. 

Just do it! 

Do it now! 

Get properly qualified people in programs like the insulation program. More education regarding 

benefits of solar energy. 

Fight hard against Liberal opposition, especially Tony Abbott - the Flat Earth Man. 

Do it now - stop delaying - we are ready. 

It needs to be pushed even more, and more incentives are needed to make it appealing to the 

public. 

To Julia Gillard - Renewable energy needs to be the primary focus of government policy. 
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What legacy are you leaving my children and grandchildren? Leave this world a better place! 

Dirty power generated should be evaluated on its true costs, including greenhouse gases produced 

and water used. Coal fired generators use a lot of water, which is not costed. 

Please develop a plan to move Australia to 100% renewable energy in the next 10 years. 

Develop a strong plan for 100% renewable energy within 10 years. 

You don’t need to know rocket science to realise we need to do something about our renewable 

energy and water needs for this country. 

Make our renewables move available for our everyday person, like solar hot water, wind turbines 

for rural farmers who have the space to use this product. 

Housing needs to be built to strict principles of renewable energy. 

In Victoria, new houses have to have recycled or tank water used in the toilets, which usually 

requires a pump to start operating each time the toilet, is flushed. This law needs to be looked at 

because it is a waste of electricity. 

Time to take positive action on renewable energy. Offer incentives to community householders. 

The Government needs to support renewable energy more. 

Research renewable energy options and offer incentives NOW. 

The Government should be doing more to develop non fossil fuels. We need more Transparency 

about how taxpayer’s money is spent. 

We have to invest in renewable energy because oil is finite. Why are we selling gas overseas? Oil 

is finite and we will need gas when oil runs out - as stopgaps until we get 100% renewables. 

With the sun, wind and wave power available in Australia we should be leading the world in the 

renewable energy field. 

The government is doing some things, but I would like to see it doing more. 

I support investment in renewable energy and see it as an essential priority for Australia. Be 

confident that the community supports this. 

Get out of coal mining. Tax on carbon NOW. Go green much faster. Climate change - action now! 

The Government should support the development and production of renewable energy. 

Do better. 

We need more wind power - placed in suitable areas etc. 

Wake up before it is too late. 

Do something and soon! 

We need to invest in renewable energy considering now and in the future. 

Renewable energy should be made a priority. 

Keep moving forward. 

Let’s make the transition from a carbon economy to a renewable economy ASAP! 

Consider the future generations - beyond the election cycles. 

We need to change but the government has to take the lead because big business won’t do 

anything unless pushed. 
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Focus on the most efficient form. 

Hurry up! 

We want change. Renewable energy is achievable. 

We need to take actions to look after our Earth - a healthy world is needed for the livability and 

survival of all. We owe it to future generations. Lead us to the future, rather than just the next 

election. 

Make sure the energy companies give people true information. 2. Change the way energy is priced 

- remove the connection charges. 

The unemployed people should be given the chance to work in renewable energy jobs. 

Persevere with plans to promote renewable energy. Take notice of the Green’s policies. 

Hurry Up! 

It’s fair enough to have renewable energy but not the carbon tax particularly if farmers will be 

charged. 

It would be good to have more mainstream media programs like A Current Affair and This Day 

Tonight giving information about the real cost of installing solar power etc. and what the savings 

would be. We need more mainstream media information on these issues. 

Instead of compensating lower income families with rebates give them the alternative of not paying 

higher prices if they use energy better - or provide renewable energy appliances to lower income 

families. 

Encourage the implementation of more renewable energy schemes. 

Stop procrastinating and get on with it. 

It’s best to err on the side of doing something. 

Don’t wait, act NOW! 

We should protect nature because it supports us 

Squeaking doors get oiled 

Listen to the people and not the coal lobby! 

Do what we elected you to do Kevin! 

This issue is the most important! 

Renewable energy makes sense, in the context of population growth, and environmental 

destruction and biodiversity 

Listen to the people 

Think of the future for our children and going the hard yards 

Invest in the future, fossil fuels will run out!! 

Take it seriously 

The need to make a break from fossil fuels can be good for regional Australia. 

Get on board! We the people want you to do this for us, four planet, for our kids! 

Think about our future, not just being re-elected! 

Please think beyond the dollars 
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No more excuses, we can do it! 

Get on with it! 

Fossil Fuels are finite. Please move to renewables 

Proceed with these proposals 

Get on with it! 

No more excuses. We can do it! 

Get serious 

More needs to be done 

Stop procrastinating! 

Don’t go back on your words about the ETS 

Just do it! 

Get a bloody move on! This can be done, stop wasting time. 

Tax the mining and oil companies on super profits and other non-renewables 

Why not more 

Start taking a leadership role to this issue. The population that matters will follow. 

Slow Consumption 

If Germany can do renewable Australia can do it more 

Yes we can! 

Think outside the box, bit more creativity needed 

Developing renewable energy is a good idea 

Don’t waste money on shit-safe healthy living- &cut out pollution we should all be clean and green 

This is a no brainer. Wake up Kevin. 

Get real - the future of Australia and all humanity depends on politicians acting as leaders with the 

long-term view, not focused on their ego-driven impulse to get re-elected. 

Take action now! 

Drop what you’re doing and do the right thing 

We are running out of time! 

Look closer at the feasibility of going 100% renewable 

Get Serious 

Things have to change now! 100% renewable energy would be wonderful! 

Go Julia 

What’s stopping you is your enemy 

Communication is the key 

Going 100% renewable should be a major priority for the planet and all it’s life forms. 

Can someone bite the bullet and lead with vision. Otherwise the only influence is coming from 

vested interests maintaining the status quo. 

Affordable for us all 

With all our sunshine, solar is the answer 
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This issue is very important and I think a lot more needs to be done by our government. 

It is essential, inevitable and critical that we change to renewable energy. 

Let’s follow Europe and try to be self sufficient in energy. 

Renewable is the only way for the future. More money needs to be spent on the future of our 

energy resources. 

Sustainability is an urgent matter. It should be top of the priority list. No more subsidies to fossil 

fuel companies. 

Get on with it! 

I have a young son, do something for him. 

Think of your grandchildren. Go renewable this decade. 

Get on with it, no game playing 

The research says we can do it. The Question is why aren’t we doing it? 

Listen to the people 

We all vote and we voted you in hoping you could reestablish Australia in leading the world in 

green technology. 

Go for the renewable. You’ve got the mandate. 

The science is indisputable. Something needs to be done. 

Save energy and generate green energy. 

We’re disappointed, Try harder! 

Retire. 

Act as soon as you can it is a priority to save our planet. 

Why aren’t you investing more money in renewable energy? 

Move to clean energy. 

Invest in renewable now. 

Action is urgent. 

Put money into renewables. 

There’s nothing to loose, invest now. 

It is possible to change to renewable energy sources, so what is to stop us? 

Do something or loose votes to the Greens! 

We need to aim for 100% renewable energy. 

Less sucking up to big business more investment in nature and our longevity. We need a mindset 

change. 

Please listen to the people they really are the true experts in community knowledge. 

We must live sustainably. 

Pull your finger out! 

Get on with it! 

We need to become self sufficient in power. Not to be owned by foreign companies. 

More energy to move towards renewable energy and away from fossil fuels. 
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Start renewables now. 

Get serious about climate change. 

Research shows that we can reliably generate all our power from renewable energy sources. The 

government must make this a priority. 

Do it now please. 

Quit your job! 

Also need to clear weeds and feral pests. 

Let’s get cracking on it! 

Start moving towards 100% renewables over ten years. 

Stop playing ‘Business as usual politics’ 

Make it more accessible: cheaper! 

It can be done. The technology already exists. 

Do something, now! 

Listen 

Why do farmer have to pay an excise on bio diesel. 

The target should be 50% by 2020 

Why not take up the opportunity if it’s available? 

Go ahead with renewables. God gives us a brain, it is up to us to use it, there has been enough 

talk. There is plenty of room. 

For God's sake get your act together. Too much pussy footing around. 

Decide whether you're part of the business as usual party- or part of the solution 

Because of Australia's geographic size and position we could be a good example of what's 

possible 

Australia should be leading on this issue - we have good renewable resources 

There are a lot of people who want renewable energy and it is a high priority 

Make the Government accountable for the environment and do some serious planning beyond the 

next election 

Need to make renewable energy options more affordable for consumers 

More power company buys and education 

It would be good for Australia to set an example 

It would be good if government would listen to local people on this issue 

I am disappointed that Government has not moved quickly on this issue 

Get on with it 

It definitely has to happen. Must be strong leadership at the federal level.Must be well planned, 

quality initiatives. 

Though it will be difficult, there needs to be a definite aim and plan to make things more 

sustainable 
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Be strong and take some leadership role. Look at what other countries are doing and get on with it 

even if you loose office. 

Hurry up 

Just listen to the people 

Urgent action required 

Change now - we have to eventually anyway. The sooner the better 

Our lifestyle is doomed if we do nothing 

I would like to see some leadership and real debate 

Be proactive not reactive 

Encourage them to keep going 

Act now! 

Stay nuclear free 

Put money into renewable 

Act now! 

Inform properly and in a genuine way about what the future holds 

Should pursue and implement resources tax and carbon tax…offload Abbot 

Listen to the people for God's sake. Listen to the people, that's what you're elected to do. 

Wake up to yourselves!!! 

Get real this is life or death 

Nationalise energy companies so they can run as not for profits 

Get on with it. Renewable energy is a no brainer. Some leadership please! 

Please take note of this survey 

Cleaner energy a good idea, but must not impact the poor 

Lobby for more funding for renewables 

Take it to parliament and give it a go 

Push it and go ahead. Stop pandering to lowest common denominator 

Keep up with promise to assist solar and wind 

We need to act now. We need t be proactive in our decision making 

Don't put all your eggs in to the dirty coal basket - it is vital to have a mixture of energy sources 

Listen to the people - be accountable. We should do more for renewable energy. 

We need to start moving to address climate change now and not deny it. Start doing it! 

It's critical to take action on this issue 

I would any forward movement on this issue 

We have inspiring precedents being rolled out in Europe and other western countries. Lets from 

them, and take a leadership role in doing something truly positive in making Australia a dynamic, 

contemporary sustainable country. 

The world is in crisis - act urgently! 

Make these decisions on social rather than economic 
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Get on addo it! 

Get off your butt and do more! 

Investing in Renewable energy will be an economic frontier 

Look at the numbers 

Try to do something about this 

Be brave when it comes to decisions about sustainable options 

Don't rule out nuclear simply because of circumstances in Japan. Any discussion must distinguish 

between base load and non-base load power 

Listen to the community! 

We should be living more simply than we do 

We don’t need to use oil ect. all the time . We need to come up with a really sustainable energy - 

Australia can be independent 

Something has to be done. To what extent I'm not sure 

Get on with the job. Do it! 

We need power - and I want everything to remain looking beautiful. So I want it to stay that ways. 

Stop polluting with coal. 

Please ensure your government supports the renewables industry and the use of renewables 

Get organised 

Act now! 

Get on with it and do it! 

Please Listen! 

Make it happen and act! 

Do something - get on with it! 

Get act together, listen to what people are saying 

The longer we leave a renewables program the more costly it will be and more difficult. Need 

longer term view. 

Get on with it! 

Needs to be considered in future planning 

Really disappointed if we ended up with nuclear power after Japan - we can do it with solar and 

wind. 

Stop thinking short term and think of our real legacy 

Make renewable energy a priority 

Stand on principle, not polls 

I am lost for words as this seems so obvious and common sense. Clean for us and for the 

environment, power to the community and local government and not big business 

Reducing carbon in the atmosphere is an absolute and urgent priority 

Turn the Latrobe valley into a renewable area precinct 
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Renewables is long term, needs to begin now. Will create jobs. Reduce carbon=reduce 

pollution=income wellbeing 

Quit messing around and support communities in starting their own renewable projects. 

Please give priority to developing renewable energy sources in our community - and country 

Please, please, please invest in sustainable ways to power our future 

We really need to address this issue now!!! 

I strongly agree with the need to develop renewable resources a.s.a.p. 

Australia is a BEAUTIFUL place, MONEY needs to be spent on research into renewable 

Lets be progressive country and lead by example - Get with the times 

Please support renewable energy sources - lets be the clever shire! 

The situation is clearly dire. Change to renewable energy needs to happen NOW. Decision makers 

may find themselves held responsible in the future for the harm caused by indecision now. 

It is time for action. Need to make the switch to renewable energy a.s.a.p. Carbon tax needs to be 

implemented 

Whatever the cost, Government should be developing these forms of energy and looking long-

term. Money spent now is money saved later. 

I would like to live off renewable energy - I would like it to be available to everyone, I would like to 

have a choice 

Human overpopulation is the underlying problem (in the world, in Australia and in Castlemaine). No 

matter how much money and time and work we put into smart, low energy technology and in 

personal restraint, it will all be cancelled as the population increases 

This is the challenge we have to face yet the government continues to sit the issue on the 

backburner. This is important for my children. 

These questions come from a premise that are could/should we continue to use the same amounts 

of energy. We should focus on efficiency. 

Invest in renewables - don't get left behind and stuck with polluting technologies, be inventive and 

innovative 

Take real action on climate change 

Invest in local energy sources!! Save our landscape and start investing in renewables. 

Castlemaine is a perfect place to develop models of community owned renewable energy to show 

rest of Australia. 

Government should support development of renewables to achieve world leadership which 

Australia could have. 

We've wasted opportunities to develop potential for renewables and we need to do it now. 

Please be a leader in renewable energy for our region. 

Show some courage 

Here's your chance to save the world Steve and really make an impact - Go for it! 

Have courage to make choices for the future - and the majority of people will support you. 
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Get on with it 

Advocate for local solutions 

Local control of renewable energy resources 

It's time for change! 

Castlemaine is well positioned to set an example - show it can be done, encourage and promote 

and invest locally. 

A community that uses renewables is happier and our money can be used for community things 

Implementing renewable energy is not just good for the environment but also for the economy 

Australia is meant to be the 'Clever Country', lets start by showing some proof of that by using 

resources readily available to us and free i.e. sun! If a northern country like Germany can do it why 

can't Australia?? 

Steve - You're doing a good job under the circumstances 

Get off your bottom and do something to reduce carbon emissions but don't use nuclear. Be 

courageous to make tough decisions 

You've got to look to the future. Coal won't last forever. 

Carbon tax, some should go to renewables. Boot Julia into doing something - not just saying 

moving forward 

Think about the future for our children and grandchildren  

Subsidies to households etc. should end - they artificially inflate prices and be replaced by a fit 

Get on with it 

Want more house holder incentives 

Get on with ETS/carbon tax 

Ridiculous the industry calls for compensation 

Pessimistic about change until too late 

Not doing enough about it 

Incentives for householders 

More local the better 

Respond and invest 

Urgent priority to address 

Urgent priority 

Beware of my ballot 

Castlemaine could become plastic bag free 

Look into renewable energy 

Go ahead with renewable energy. 

The time do something is now 

Stop playing politics with this issue 

Stop taking the easy way out and start doing something for the people 

Embrace change 



24 | P a g e  B S G - M A S G  R E  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  J u n e  2 0 1 1  

 

Australia has no future unless we tackle climate change vigorously. Ignore pressure from fossil fuel 

lobby groups. 

Please support renewable energy sources in our community and the rest of Australia 

Too hypocritical for Australians who live in a wealthy country not to do our far share of tackling 

climate change 

Need to take a stand and identify a stronger position 100% renewable energy is the perfect issue 

to do so with. 

Can't see why not invest and support renewable energy 

Greater awareness regarding renewable energy 

It is time to invest - renewable energy on a large scale 

We can't keep ignoring the fact that we're at peak oil. We know we're going to have to invest in 

renewable energy, why not do it now rather than when the wheels fall off? 

The investment now for the future. Want to see someone standing up and investing - renewable 

energy now! 

Support a carbon tax 

Listen to the people on this issue and act for the people as a whole 

Step up to the challenge of renewable energy 

Looking at getting into renewables 

Consider renewables and make that a strong focus 

It can be done - lets go ahead and do it 

More state parks 

Surveys like this are great because it shows what people in our community really think about 

renewables 

Feed-in tariff have to be higher. Have to subsidise renewable energy. 

Tax should be on polluting companies 

Articulate a clear policy and implement 

 

 

 

 

 

 


