WHAT DO THE PEOPLE OF
BENDIGO AND MOUNT ALEXANDER
HAVE TO SAY ABOUT
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THE REPORT SUMMARY
Over 30 volunteers from Bendigo and Castlemaine took part in the Big Solar campaign this year as part of the
100% Renewables Community Campaign.
During March and April this year they spoke to over 1300 people about big solar.
91.1 % said that they wanted to see big solar built in Australia and 93.6% said that the Government should
support big solar.
In Bendigo people overwhelmingly wanted to see big solar built locally, with 85% calling for large scale solar
and solar thermal power plants to be built in the area.
The north of Victoria has a world class solar resource that could easily power our homes, factories and communities and
provide local jobs. Large scale solar power plants are being built right across the world, but not in Australia.
This community poll was part of a national poll with over 50 community groups across Australia in the 100% renewables
community campaign to see big solar built in Australia. In all, over 12,000 Australians were polled from Cairns to
Broome, Port Augusta to Melbourne.
The 1300 people we spoke to, in our community, want to see the Government support action that results in solar panels
on the roofs of our supermarkets, public buildings and in solar parks. They want to see solar thermal plants in our area,
supplying us with 24 hour baseload solar power.
“.“There

is nothing more crucial to everyone’s future than making the transition to
renewable energy sources, act now”! – Hugh Finlay, farmer, Harcourt
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REPORT ON BIG SOLAR, BENDIGO ELECTORATE 2012
The people of Mount Alexander and Bendigo come together to say
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1. THE CAMPAIGN OVERVIEW
The Bendigo Sustainability Group and Mount Alexander Sustainability Group are locally based not for profit
organisations working to address the issues of climate change and sustainability.
Members of these groups have joined the 100% Renewables Community Campaign which is working with over
100 local groups all around Australia.
As part of that national effort In 2012 campaign volunteers across Australia polled over 8,000 people face to
face and a further 4,000 people online on their views on big solar and government support for renewable
energy investment.
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The national results mirror those found in our area, with nationally, 94% of people support building large scale
solar in Australia and 95% support the government’s new $10 billion renewable energy loan program.
The campaign will be working from now into the next federal election to continue to educate the community
on renewable energy sources and what politicians are doing or not doing to support it.

2. WHY WE SUPPORT BIG SOLAR
Large scale solar thermal power plants with storage are now being built in other parts of the world, as are
large solar farms consisting of thousands of solar panels.
But Australia is getting left behind – China is currently building a 500MW solar PV project while our largest
operating project here is 1.2MW.

“We are frustrated! We are dragging our heels here in Australia, a country that has
the potential to be a world leader” – Max and Tammy, Maldon
The price of coal and gas are going up, while solar just keeps getting cheaper. Because the fuel is free,
renewable energy is already contributing to lower wholesale energy prices. These two factors mean investing
in renewable energy is the only way to manage rising energy bills into the future.
Also threats to land and water from the expansion of gas and coal means that these energy sources will
continue to be opposed by community members while renewable energy projects are eagerly embraced.
Investing in solar will create thousands of new jobs and regional development.
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THE LOCAL CAMPAIGN LAUNCHES
Over 200 people from across the Bendigo and Mount Alexander Shire come together in late February in both
Castlemaine and Bendigo alike, to show their support for a campaign to see BIG SOLAR built in Australia.

MARKET BUILDING, CASTLEMAINE

BENDIGO
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4.THE POLL
Between March and May, volunteers took to the streets, markets – Wesley Hill market, Castlemaine and Bendigo
Farmers Markets, sporting games, rotary meetings and local events – Bendigo wine makers festival, Castlemaine swap
meet, Bendigo Easter Festival, to ask our community how they feel about big solar.
Volunteers asked the following questions:

1. Do you know about large scale solar plants being built in other parts of the world?
2. Do you think we should build them in Australia?
3. The government set up a $10 billion clean energy fund, do you support this kind of government funding for large
scale solar?

4. Our local MP Steve Gibbons is very supportive of renewable energy but is bound by labor policy, do have any
messages you wish to pass on to him about building big solar in Australia?

5. Would you like us to report back to you what the politicians say and keep you up to date with big solar progress
in Australia?

5. THE RESULTS
MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE
YES

Q1

Did you know about
large scale solar plants
overseas?

342

58.16%

232

549

93.37%

556

94.56%

OF
TOTAL
(588)

PERCENTAGE

Q2

Do you think we
should build them in
Australia?

Q3 Do you support
Government funding for
projects like this?

NO

NOT SURE

39.45%

14

2.39%

19

3.23%

20

3.4%

18

3.04%

14

2.4%
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BENDIGO

Q1

Did you know
about large solar scale
plants overseas?

Q2

Do you think we
should build them in
Australia?

Q3 Do you support
Government funding for
projects like this?

NOT SURE

YES

NO

56%

42%

2%

88.8%

3.7%

7.5%

92.6%

4.4%

3%

85%

6.6%

8.4%

Q4 Do you want to
see big solar in our
region?

6. THE MESSAGES FOR OUR POLITICIANS
People polled were very keen to express their concern at lack of government commitment to invest in renewable energy
sources. From this electorate there are hundreds of comments compiled, such as these,

“Put long term care of the Planet ahead of Short term pay offs” – Trevor McKenzie of
Castlemaine

“Stop debating climate change, either way we must invest in renewables” - Fiona
McInnes, 3451

“What’s clean coal”?
“I have children, you have children and we want them to inherit a sustainable &
healthy future.”
“There is nothing more crucial to everyone’s future than making the transition to
renewable energy sources, act now”! – Hugh Finlay, farmer, Harcourt
“We spent a year overseas and it’s unbelievable how far behind Australia is when
we should be leading the world”. Bendigo
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THE VOLUNTEER BIG SOLAR TEAMS
The Big Solar campaign is a volunteer campaign. We would like to thank the following volunteers:

BENDIGO –

Karen Corr, Anne Denham, David Hook, Colin Lambie, Carolyn Astaszki, Craig Lambie and
Margie Gallagher.

CASTLEMAINE – Raphael Read, Bernard Tonkin, Dean Bridgfoot, Amy Sattler, Marian Goodman, Trevor
Stimpson, Eliza Tree, Tim Read and Emma, Kirsten Hutchinson, Jay Smith, Susie Bourke, Geoff Crosby, Sandy
Harman, Matt Kennedy, Gary Schurr, Hannah and Maya Cook Tonkin, Ian Hutchinson and Ross Egleton.
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