
Mount Alexander Sustainability Group Inc 
Annual General Meeting 2017 
22 November 2017 
Ray Bradfield Room, Forest St, Castlemaine 
 

 
1. Welcome and acknowledgement of country.  

Meeting started at 6.35 pm. 
 
Welcome from Chair, Mary Blain. 
 
Acknowledgment of country. 
 

 
2. Attendance and apologies  

Attendance - Members: 
Shirley Proctor, Rosemary Hooke, Elaine Atkinson, Gerry Egan, Maurice Molan, 
Mary Blain, Mick Lewin, Jay Smith, Daryl Colless, Chris Hooper, Clodagh 
Norwood, Kate Orr, Felicity Grosse, Ian Lillington, Peter Brain, Angela Ryan, 
Elizabeth Newbirch, Janet Trotter, Alison Hanly, David Stratton, Haans Lewin, 
Mick Lewin, Christine Henderson, Barry Dunn, Brier Johnson, Marita Egan, 
Melissa Pollock, Jim Blain, Leone Elford, Pat Horan, Malcolm Robins 
 
Attendance - Non-members:  
Helen Butcher, Eliza Tree, David Payne, Mandy Field, Lois Kent, Paul Kent, Alice 
Bleby, James Depasquale, Colin Lambie, Jonte O’Neil, Liz Burn, Tina Helm 

 
Apologies:  
Ian Jones, Deane Belfield, Marie Belfield, Bronwen Machin 
 
 
3. Proxies 

Chair advised that she had received no proxy forms. 
 
 
4. Acceptance of Minutes of previous Annual General Meeting 

The meeting agreed that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) could be taken as read. 
 
A motion was proposed to accept the minutes of the 2016 AGM. 
Moved: Mick Lewin 
Seconded: David Stratton 
Resolution: Carried unanimously. 
 



 
5. Report from the Committee 

Mary Blain spoke to the written annual report (attached).  Mick Lewin 
summarised the status of the Waste to Energy project, and Ian Lillington did the 
same for the Wash Against Waste Trailer. 
 
No questions or comments were raised by attendees. 
 
A motion was proposed that the annual report be accepted. 
Moved: Gerry Egan 
Seconded: Elizabeth Newbirch 
Resolution: Carried unanimously. 
 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report:  

Maurie Molan spoke to the written Treasurer’s report, which is part of the 
annual report and includes a certificate signed by two committee members 
certifying that the financial statements give a true and fair view of the financial 
position and performance of the Association.  
 
No questions or comments were raised by attendees. 
 
A motion was proposed “That the statement is confirmed as a true and fair 
record of the financial position of MASG during and at the end of its last financial 
year, and that the secretary submit the statement to Consumer Affairs Victoria 
within one month of the date of this meeting.” 
Moved: Gerry Egan 
Seconded: Chris Hooper 
Resolution: Carried unanimously. 
 

Note:  The Secretary then proposed to revise the order of the agenda so that the 
setting of membership fees and the special resolution were dealt with before the 
election of a new committee.  This proposal was accepted by the meeting. 
 

 
7. Setting membership fees 
 
Gerry Egan advised that the committee recommends that the fees continue 
unchanged, given that they had been increased at the 2016 AGM. 

No questions or comments were raised by attendees. 
 



A motion was proposed “that membership fees continue unchanged.” 
Moved: Gerry Egan 
Seconded: David Stratton 
Resolution: Carried unanimously. 
 
8. Special Resolution  

Gerry Egan advised that - 

• notice has been given of special resolution to allow Committee to take 
decisions by circulating a resolution;  

• there is a document outlining the idea; and 

• the Committee supports the idea. 

The resolution is to add new sub-Rules 64(6), 64(7) and 64(8) as follows: 
(6)  If an absolute majority of the committee members entitled to vote 

have signed a document containing a statement that they are in 
favour of a resolution of the Committee in terms set out in the 
document, a resolution in those terms shall be deemed to have been 
passed at a meeting of the Committee. 

(7) The resolution referred to in sub-Rule (6) shall be deemed to have 
been passed on the day on which and at the time at which the 
document was signed by the last committee member making up the 
absolute majority. 

(8) A committee member is deemed to have signed such a document if 
that member gives their assent by email or other electronic 
communication. 

 
A member asked if legal advice had been sought on applying these proposed 
rules to an association rather than a company.  Gerry replied that the rules were 
an adaptation of words prepared by a lawyer for the waste to energy subsidiary 
company.  However no legal advice had been obtained on the words as applied 
to the association but that care had been taken to make the words consistent 
with the rules of the association. 
 
A motion was proposed “to add the new sub-Rules as proposed”. 
Moved: Gerry Egan 
Seconded: Christine Henderson 
Resolution: Carried unanimously. 
 
 
9. Election of committee members  
 
Chair noted that the constitution does not require her to vacate the chair for this 
item.  She declared all positions on committee vacant and asked the Secretary 
what nominations had been received. 
 
Gerry Egan advised that the AGM can decide the number of committee positions 
to be six, seven, eight or nine.  He further advised that the committee 



recommended a continuation of the current practice to have nine positions.  This 
proposal was accepted by the meeting on a show of hands. 
 

Gerry Egan then advised that he, as Secretary, had received nominations with 
the required seven days’ notice for Mary Blain, Deane Belfield, Gerry Egan, Ian 
Jones, Mick Lewin, and Maurie Molan. 
 
Chair advised that these nominees, totalling less than the number of committee 
positions, are deemed to be elected. 
 
Gerry also advised that he had received a late nomination for Peter Brain, and he 
invited other nominations from the floor of the meeting.  No other nominations 
were forthcoming. 
 
Chair advised that Peter Brain is deemed to be elected. 
 
 
10. General Business 

Chair invited members to raise other items of business. 
 
Mick advised that MASG has become a recognised intermediary for the Victorian 
Government’s program to assess energy efficiency of households – the Victorian 
Residential Efficiency Scorecard. 
 
No other general business was raised. 
 
 
11. Meeting closed 

Meeting was declared closed at 7.10 pm.  
 
 
12. Post-meeting events 

After the AGM, dinner was provided by volunteers, followed by an entertaining 
presentation from Rod Quantock.   


